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Dr. Nancy Roberts earned her BA degree in French from the Sorbonne (Diplôme Annuel, 1966) and the University of Illinois (1967), and her MA degree in South Asian and Latin American History (1968).  She received her PhD from Stanford University in 1983 with a specialization in change. 
Dr. Roberts has been at the Naval Postgraduate School since 1986 serving as a Professor of Strategic Management in the Graduate School of Business and Public Policy, a Professor of National Security Affairs in the School of International Graduate Studies, and a Professor of Defense Analysis in the Graduate School of Information and Operational Sciences where she currently resides as Professor Emerita. Her previous faculty appointments have been at the Graduate School of Business at Stanford University as a visiting associate professor of Organization Behavior and the Carlson School of Management at the University of Minnesota as an assistant professor.  
Dr. Roberts’ books include: Warfare Design (2017); Strategic Design for Norway SOF 2025 (2015); Direct Citizen Participation (2007); The Transformative Power of Dialogue (2002); Transforming Public Policy: The Dynamics of Policy Entrepreneurship and Innovation (1996). Her forthcoming book is Tackling Wicked Problem Territory by Design She has published extensively in the areas of public entrepreneurship and innovation, strategic management and planning, leadership, stakeholder collaboration, complex networks, dialogue and deliberation. 

As Professor Emerita she is leading an initiative at the Naval Postgraduate School to build an interdisciplinary, university-wide program in Design. Her current research and service efforts focus on the strategic design and redesign of large-scale organizations and systems. She also was a founding director of the CORE Lab that employs relational, geospatial, and temporal analyses to explore how networks function and operate.  For these and other efforts throughout her thirty years at the Naval Postgraduate School, she was awarded the Department of the Navy’s Superior Civilian Service Award in December, 2015.   
